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DETAILED ACTION 
Claims 1-10 have been examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
.States. 

2. Claims 1 , 3-5, 7 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Ruppert et al. US 5,640,002. 

Ruppert teaches: 

With respect to claim 1 , a method for identifying an item to which a radio 
frequency tag is attached by means of a radio frequency tag detector, wherein 
radio frequency contact is established between the tag and the detector and 
information identifying the item and being stored by the tag is received by the 
detector, the method being characterized in that it comprises the steps of: 

• Mapping a unique item identifier against the information stored by the tag 
and received by the detector (Column 32, Lines 9-41) 

• Presenting the unique item identifier for a user of the detector (Column 32, 
Lines 37-41) 
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With respect to claim 3 and incorporating all arguments of claim 1 : 

• Wherein the unique item identifier comprises a display signal (Column 32, 
Lines 37-41) 

With respect to claim 4 and incorporating all arguments of claim 1 : 

• Generating a list of the information identifying each item and presenting 
the unique item identifier corresponding to the information stored by the 
tag attached to each item to a user (Column 32, Lines 9-41) 

With respect to claim 5, a system for identifying an item to which a radio 
frequency tag is attached, the system comprising a radio frequency tag detector 
arranged to establish radio frequency contact with the tag and being arranged to 
receive information stored by the tag identifying the item, the system being 
characterized in that it comprises: 

• A first means arranged to map a unique item identifier against the 
information stored by the tag and received by the detector (Column 32, 
Lines 9-41) 

• A second means arranged to present the unique item identifier for a user 
of the detector (Column 32, Lines 37-41) 
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With respect to claim 7 and incorporating all arguments of claim 5: 

• Wherein the unique item identifier comprises a displayable signal (Column 
32, Lines 37-41) 

With respect to claim 10 and incorporating all arguments of claim 5: 

• A third means arranged to generate a list of the information identifying 
each item and arranged to present the unique identifier corresponding to 
the information stored by the tag attached to each item to a user (Column 
7, Lines 10-33, Column 32, Lines 9-41 and Figure 1) 

3. Claims 1-2 and 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Catan US 2002/0143860 A1 . 
Catan teaches: 

With respect to claim 1 , a method for identifying an item to which a radio 
frequency tag is attached by means of a radio frequency tag detector, wherein 
radio frequency contact is established between the tag and the detector and 
information identifying the item and being stored by the tag is received by the 
detector, the method being characterized in that it comprises the steps of: 

• Mapping a unique item identifier against the information stored by the tag 
and received by the detector (Page 2, Paragraphs 0012-0013) 

• Presenting the unique item identifier for a user of the detector (Page 2, 
Paragraphs 0012-0014) 
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With respect to claim 2 and incorporating all arguments of claim 1: 

• Wherein the unique item identifier comprises an audio signal (Page 2, 
Paragraph 0013) 



With respect to claim 5, a system for identifying an item to which a radio 
frequency tag is attached, the system comprising a radio frequency tag detector 
arranged to establish radio frequency contact with the tag and being arranged to 
receive information stored by the tag identifying the item, the system being 
characterized in that it comprises: 

• A first means arranged to map a unique item identifier against the 
information stored by the tag and received by the detector (Page 2, 
Paragraphs 0012-0013) 

• A second means arranged to present the unique item identifier for a user 
of the detector (Page 2, Paragraphs 0012-0014) 

With respect to claim 6 and incorporating all arguments of claim 5: 

• Wherein the unique item identifier comprises an audio signal 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Catan US 

2002/0143860 A1 in view of Kreiner et al. US 7,032,820 B2. 

Catan fails to teach: 

With respect to claim 8: 

• Wherein said radio frequency detector, said first means and said second 
means is comprised in a slipcase in which said item can be housed 

However, Kreiner teaches: 

With respect to claim 8 and incorporating all arguments of claim 5: 

• Wherein said radio frequency detector, said first means and said second 
means is comprised in a slipcase in which said item can be housed 
(Column 5, Line 51 - Column 6, Line 51 and Column 8, Lines 8-26) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the invention of Catan to include the detector, first and second means in a 
case that can house the item, as taught by Kreiner, to allow reading of the tag 
from a stationary reader positioned in the receptacle and a display to indicate 
whether the item can be recycled (Column 5, Lines 54-56 and Column 6, Lines 5- 
8). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 9 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent fomri Including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

7. The following Is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
With respect to claim 9: 

• A system for identifying an item with an attached RF tag comprising a rf 

« 

tag detector arranged to establish rf contact with the tag and to receive 
information stored by the tag identifying the item comprising a first means 
arranged to map a unique item identifier against the information stored by 
the tag and received by the detector and a second means arranged to 
present the unique item identifier for a user of the detector and further 
including a holder comprising a plurality of slots in which items can be 
housed, where each slot comprises a rf detector and a selecting means to 
indicate to the first means which item is to be identified and presented by 
the second means, the holder being arranged with a displaying device 
comprising the first and second means 
Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kristy A. Haupt whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8545. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). /fhr) 





